
 

Tyrone Keys, Former NFL Player  

To some, Tyrone Keys may be noteworthy because of his personal accomplishments 
on the football field as a defensive Most Valuable  

Player (MVP) in high school and college, or former Super Bowl XX Chicago Bears 
defensive end. Tyrone, however, remembered to give honor to whom honor is due, 
and graciously acknowledged his mentor’s words at Callaway High School, Coach 
Odell Jenkins: “Sow a thought…reap a word. Sow a word…reap an action. Sow an 
action…reap a destiny. Sow into a destiny…reap character”.  

Tyrone is from Jackson, Mississippi, where he was named a High School 
All-American and voted defensive MVP of the year in the state of Mississippi in 1977. 
His high school team also won the state championship in 1976.  

After graduating from Mississippi State in 1981 with a Bachelor of Science degree in 
Physical Education, Tyrone began his nine-year professional football career. Tyrone 
was the 5th Round (113th player) draft pick, defensive end, for the 1981 New York 
Jets. However, he decided to start his career for two seasons in  

the Canadian Football League with the British Columbia (BC) Lions.  

In 1983, Keys returned to the National Football League (NFL) to launch a successful 
seven-year career. He signed with the Chicago Bears as a defensive end where he 
remained through the 1985 Super Bowl XX Championship year (46-10 over the New 
England Patriots). The Bears were 18-1 and their only loss was to the Miami Dolphins 
eight weeks prior to the Super Bowl, December 2, 1985. The Bears-vs.-Dolphins game 
had the highest number of viewers in the history of football. Keys and his team mates 
produced the Super Bowl Shuffle on the next day, December 3, 1985. Tyrone was the 
keyboardist in the Super Bowl Shuffle video which was nominated for a GRAMMY 
Award and sold over a million copies.  

Keys founded “All Sports Community Service, Inc.” in 1993 as a non-profit mentoring 



and scholarship organization dedicated to helping challenged youth in Tampa, 
Florida, achieve their dream of attending college. Keys taught his students the idea 
that the skills from the playing field could be parlayed onto the field of life. Since 
1993, All Sports has assisted hundreds of students obtain over $20 million in support 
towards their college education from all over this country and in England as well. All 
Sports students are mentored through a combination of academics, community 
service and sports. Great emphasis is placed on returning to the community to assist 
the next generation. All Sports is now seeing the Full Circle Participation in action 
with its students returning to invest time, energy and scholarship funds into the 
program and the community.  

Tyrone Keys’ relationship with the Hillsborough County School District dates back to 
1986. While still playing in the National Football League, he started serving the 
district as a substitute teacher at Leto High School. After retiring from the NFL due to 
career-ending back injury, he extended his work with the district, becoming  

a substitute and coach at Chamberlain High School and Gaither High School in the 
early 1990s. Keys began to focus his efforts on helping student athletes navigate the 
system and move on to college. His efforts intensified after the death of Albert Perry, 
a former Leto High running back whose life may have taken a different course if he 
had escaped his impoverished neighborhood. Perry instead was shot and killed in a 
senseless dispute. Inspired, Keys formed All-Sports Community Service, the 
nonprofit organization that would eventually help thousands of student-athletes and 
students go to college. That work strengthened his connection with Leto High, and 
for the last 12 years, he’s returned to Leto to watch two of his former students 
present scholarships to current seniors.  

Warren Hope Dawson, Esq, Tampa Attorney 
https://www.aaronshouse.org/pages/warren-hope-dawson-esq-tampa-attorney 

A native of Mulberry, Florida, a graduate of Union Academy High School in Bartow, 
the third black graduate of a public high school in Polk County, Florida to become a 
lawyer, and of Florida A&M University in Tallahassee. Mr. Dawson served as an active 
duty officer in the U.S. Army from 1961 to 1963 and received his law degree from 
Howard University, Washington DC in 1966.  



Not only was his entry into the legal profession a piece of Florida history, he went on                 
to become a nationally recognized leader in the legal profession in the United States.              
He is a veteran of innumerable civil and criminal trials, both jury and non-jury. He has  
worked as lead counsel in trials before hearing officers, mediators, arbitrators, trial 
judges sitting with and without jurors, and before appellate courts. He has been 
general counsel and labor counsel to clients in appearances before judicial and 
administrative law judges, as well as before regulatory agencies, both federal and 
state.  

In 1974, Attorney Dawson became the lead counsel for the Plaintiffs in the now 
famous lawsuit known as Manning vs. the School Board of Hillsborough County. The 
Plaintiff class consisted of “all minor Negro children and their parents residing in 
Hillsborough County.” In that role, he vigorously represented the Plaintiff class and 
was responsible for monitoring and enforcing the desegregation Orders handed 
down by the Federal Courts.  

This civil rights lawyer worked for 24 of the next 27 years (1974-1998) without 
compensation as he continued the legal effort to eliminate the dual (one white and 
one black) school systems in the public schools of Hillsborough County, Florida. In 
2001, a Federal Appeals Court finally ruled that the School District had achieved 
“unitary status” and no longer required federal judicial supervision.  

Dawson also participated in the voting rights case of Warren vs. City of Tampa. That 
case successfully challenged the at-large election systems of the City of Tampa and 
Hillsborough County. That legal effort led to the creation of a combination of at-large 
and single-member districts in the city and county. Dawson and another civil rights 
lawyer successfully lobbied the Florida Legislature to adopt single-member districts 
for the Florida House of Representatives and the Florida Senate.  



In 1967, Dawson became the city’s first black Assistant City Attorney for the City of 
Tampa – and may be the first black attorney to hold such position in the South. In 
1983, his leadership among lawyers was recognized by his election as President of 
The National Bar Association. In that same year, Ebony Magazine recognized Dawson 
as one of the “100 Most Influential Black Americans”. And before the 1990 Super 
Bowl in Tampa, Dawson pushed for the integration of the Ye Mystic Krewe of 
Gasparilla. Some of Mr. Dawson’s Recognitions & Awards include, but are not 
exhaustive, of the extent of his actual experience, activities, affiliations, recognitions, 
or awards:  

• Inductee, National Bar Association Hall of Fame, August, 2007.  

• Awarded Honorary Doctorate of Humane Letters, FAMU, 2011.  

• The Warren Hope Dawson Elementary School, a $20 Million Dollar state-of-the-art 
public school for children in grades Pre-K through 5th, was established by the 
Hillsborough County School Board in the Riverview community. The School received 
its first students in August of 2017. 


